
Black Ice Car Accidents in Maine: Causes, Liability, and Legal Rights 

Maine car accident lawyers fighting for winter crash victims 

Winter in Maine has a way of lulling drivers into a false sense of calm. Snow-covered trees and 

quiet roads can feel almost peaceful until the pavement pulls a fast one. Black ice is the winter 

hazard you never see coming, a thin, glassy layer that turns ordinary roads into instant skating 

rinks. It blends in with the asphalt, offers no warning, and gives drivers little time to react. 

Every year, black ice contributes to countless car accidents across the state. That is why it is 

important to understand where and why black ice forms, how to adjust your driving to reduce 

the risk, and how responsibility is determined under Maine law when a crash occurs. It is not 

only about staying safe. It is also about knowing your legal rights when winter roads cause 

serious harm. 

Why is black ice so dangerous? 

Black ice is a thin, nearly invisible layer of ice that forms when moisture freezes on cold 

pavement. Because it is transparent, it reflects very little light, making it blend seamlessly into 

the roadway. Drivers often do not realize they are on black ice until their tires lose traction. 

What makes black ice especially dangerous is how suddenly it forms. A road that appears wet 

can freeze in minutes when temperatures drop, particularly after sunset. Drivers may feel 

confident one moment and completely lose control the next. Even cautious drivers can find 

themselves sliding without warning. 

Black ice is also unforgiving. Braking, accelerating, or steering too aggressively can cause an 

immediate skid. On curves, hills, and bridges, that loss of traction can send a vehicle into 

oncoming traffic or off the road entirely. 

Why is black ice so common in Maine? 

Maine’s climate and geography make black ice a frequent and serious problem throughout the 

winter months. For example: 

• Long cold winters mean extended periods where temperatures hover around freezing, 

which is the perfect range for ice formation.  

• Coastal areas experience moisture-heavy air, while inland regions see rapid temperature 

swings that allow meltwater to refreeze overnight. 

• Bridges and overpasses freeze faster than regular roadways because cold air circulates 

above and below them.  

• Shaded roads, rural highways, and stretches near rivers and lakes also see more frequent 

black ice because they receive less sunlight and retain moisture. 
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• Roads may be wet during the afternoon, only to freeze after dark as the sun sets and air 

temperatures drop.  

What are common causes of black ice accidents in Maine? 

Black ice crashes usually happen because several factors come together at once. These factors 

include: 

Environmental factors 

Weather patterns such as freezing rain, sleet, or melting snow followed by sudden cold can 

create black ice almost instantly. Moisture left on the road freezes before it has time to 

evaporate. 

The type of road surface also matters. Asphalt and concrete retain heat differently, which can 

cause patchy freezing. Drivers may travel from dry pavement onto ice without realizing the 

conditions have changed. 

Drainage problems are another issue. When water pools on poorly maintained roads, it often 

freezes overnight, especially in low-lying areas or near culverts. 

Driver behavior 

Speed is the most common contributing factor. Maine’s basic speed law requires drivers to 

travel at a safe speed for current conditions, even if that means going well below the posted 

limit. Losing control on black ice is often treated as a sign that a driver failed to adjust 

appropriately. 

Following too closely leaves little room to react when a vehicle ahead skids or stops suddenly. 

On icy roads, even a safe following distance under normal conditions may not be enough. 

Distractions can be especially dangerous in winter. A driver looking at a phone or adjusting 

controls may miss subtle signs such as a change in road texture or steering response. 

Many drivers also overestimate the protection offered by vehicle technology. Four-wheel drive 

helps with acceleration, but it doesn’t improve braking or steering on ice. Anti-lock brakes can 

prevent wheel lockup, but they can’t create traction where none exists. 

Road maintenance and infrastructure 

Sometimes black ice accidents are made worse by inadequate road treatment. If roads are not 

pre-treated with salt or brine, ice can form before plows or sand trucks arrive. 

Poor signage can also play a role. When known icy areas are not marked or warnings are 

missing, drivers have no opportunity to slow down or prepare. 

Road design matters too. Sharp curves, steep grades, poor lighting, and inadequate drainage all 

increase the likelihood of black ice-related crashes. 



How can drivers reduce the risk of black ice accidents? 

While black ice can’t be eliminated, drivers can take steps to lower their risk. Here’s how: 

• Plan ahead: Before heading out, checking weather forecasts and road condition tools 

like Maine 511 can provide valuable information. If conditions are questionable, delaying 

travel may be the safest option. 

• Prepare vehicles: Vehicle preparation matters. Winter tires with good tread offer better 

traction in cold conditions. Brakes, lights, and windshield wipers should be in proper 

working order. 

• Pay attention: On the road, drivers should watch for glossy or unusually dark patches on 

the pavement, especially in shaded areas, on bridges, and near intersections. If the road 

looks wet but temperatures are near freezing, black ice may be present. 

• Reduce speed: Slowing down and increasing following distance are important. Sudden 

braking or sharp steering should be avoided. If a vehicle begins to skid, easing off the 

accelerator and steering gently in the intended direction can help regain control. 

Responsibilities of road authorities 

Drivers are not the only ones responsible for winter safety. When road maintenance falls short 

and contributes to a crash, liability may extend beyond the drivers involved. Road authorities 

have a duty to maintain public roadways in a reasonably safe condition. 

This includes pre-treating roads before storms when conditions allow, prioritizing high-risk 

areas, and responding promptly to hazardous conditions. Clear communication through alerts, 

signage, and media warnings also plays an important role. 

How is fault determined after a black ice accident in Maine? 

Maine follows an at-fault system, meaning the party responsible for causing a crash is liable for 

damages. The state also applies a modified comparative negligence rule. 

Under this system, an injured person can recover compensation only if they are found to be less 

than 50 percent at fault. If a driver is considered equally responsible or more responsible than 

the other party, they can’t recover damages. 

Fault determinations often focus on whether drivers adjusted their behavior to known winter 

conditions. Losing control on black ice does not automatically excuse responsibility. 

However, fault is not always clear-cut. In some cases, road conditions, maintenance failures, or 

other drivers’ actions may share responsibility. 

Strong evidence helps prove who was at fault in these cases, including: 



• Visual evidence: At the scene, photographs of the roadway, vehicle positions, and 

surrounding conditions can be invaluable. Witness statements may help confirm how 

the crash occurred. 

• Police reports: Police reports often note weather and road conditions, which can 

support or challenge claims about black ice. 

• Maintenance records: After the crash, weather records, road treatment logs, and 

maintenance schedules may help establish whether authorities acted reasonably.  

• Medical documentation: Medical records document injuries and link them directly to 

the crash. 

• Crash reconstruction: In complex cases, accident reconstruction experts may be needed 

to analyze vehicle behavior, speed, and road conditions. 

Knowing your rights when winter roads turn dangerous 

When a black ice crash in Maine causes injuries and losses, it’s important to know your rights 

during the aftermath. The car accident attorneys at Romanow Law Group are here to help you 

every step of the way. We represent injured people in Portland and communities throughout 

Maine, fighting for those hurt in serious car accidents just like yours.  

Our team can handle every part of the legal process so you can focus on healing. We investigate 

how your black ice crash happened, gather evidence, and deal directly with the insurance 

companies. With trial-tested attorneys who prepare cases as if they may go to court, we’re 

ready to negotiate a strong settlement or take your case before a jury if that is what it takes to 

get justice. 

Contact us today to discuss your case, learn your legal options, and let a dedicated Maine car 

accident lawyer start fighting for you while you focus on getting your life back on track.  
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