The Role of Medical Experts in Maine Car Accident Cases

A Maine car accident lawyer explains why their input matters

When you’re injured in a car accident caused by another driver in Maine, you might
think that your injury claim will be fairly straightforward. After all, you did nothing
wrong. You should be fairly compensated for all your accident-related expenses.

But that’s not how car accident injury claims work. In many cases, proving the full scope
of your injuries — and your financial losses — is not always straightforward. That’s where
medical experts play a key role.

Doctors, specialists and other trained medical professionals can show just how serious
your injuries are, explain what care you’ll need in the future and connect your medical
problems directly to your accident.

In Maine, these expert opinions often determine whether you receive full compensation
for all your financial losses — or whether you have to pay for part or all of your injury-
related expenses.

What types of medical experts are often used in Maine car accident
cases?

The kind of medical experts who are involved in cases often depends on what types of
injury you sustained in your accident. Some of the most common medical experts who
advise on car accident claims include:

o Emergency room doctors who first treated your injuries and documented their
severity.

¢ Independent doctors who can offer an unbiased opinion on your injuries.
¢ Orthopedic surgeons for broken bones, torn ligaments and joint injuries.

¢ Neurologists or neurosurgeons for concussions and other traumatic brain
injuries (TBIs).

¢ Rehabilitation doctors who assess your functional limits and recovery needs.
o Physical therapists who can explain your recovery and anticipated timelines.
e Pain management specialists who evaluate ongoing or chronic pain.

o Life care planners and vocational experts who estimate long-term costs and
whether you can return to work.

These experts can give the court and insurance companies a clearer picture of what the
accident has done to your health and future. They can also strengthen your case by
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providing additional context or insights into the severity of your injury and its overall
impact on your life.

What do medical experts do in car accident cases?

Medical experts are doctors and specialists with additional training in fields like
orthopedics, neurology, surgery and rehabilitation medicine. Their role in a car accident
case is to evaluate your injuries and explain them in a way judges, juries, and insurance
companies can understand.

Experts provide detailed reports, examine medical records, and sometimes testify under
oath. They help show not only that you were injured, but also how bad the injury is,
what your recovery will look like, and what treatment may be required in the future.

In addition, medical experts can explain how your injury will impact your life in the
future — physically, emotionally and professionally. In short, they bridge the gap
between the medical world and the legal system.

How do medical experts prove the extent of my injuries?

Medical experts can provide critical evidence to illustrate the severity of your injuries.
Depending on the specific circumstances of your injuries, many different types of
evidence can be used to show the nature and severity of your injuries. Such evidence
could include:

e Medical records
e Imaging studies
e Physical exam records

Experts may also evaluate how your injuries affect daily activities like walking, sleeping
or working, especially if you have a physically demanding job.

They can also give their expert opinions on whether the injury will fully heal, whether
future treatment is needed and how the accident made existing conditions worse. Their
testimony can also demonstrate how your pain and physical limitations will impact you
in the future.

What rules does Maine have for using medical experts?

Maine courts have specific requirements for introducing medical expert testimony. First,
both sides must disclose which experts they plan to use and what opinions those
experts will give. If your lawyer fails to disclose this information properly, the expert’s
testimony could be excluded from courtroom testimony about your case.



Maine law also requires that expert testimony be both relevant and reliable. That means
the expert must be qualified in their field, use methods accepted by the medical
community and provide opinions that genuinely help the court or jury understand issues
beyond common knowledge.

Finally, treating physicians may serve as experts, but your lawyer may also hire
independent specialists to provide broader analysis or projections about future needs.
This can be critical if there’s a difference of opinion between you and the doctor
treating you about the severity of your injuries.

Why is medical expert testimony important for compensation?

The opinions of medical experts often determine how much money you will receive in a
settlement or verdict. Insurance companies frequently try to minimize claims by
downplaying the seriousness of injuries. Medical expert testimony can help level the
playing field by illustrating the severity of your injury, its total financial impact and the
long-term prospects of your recovery.

Medical experts can also provide insight into car accident injury claims for pain and
suffering by explaining how your injury will affect your quality of life. If you're left with a
permanent disability or chronic pain, their testimony can show how this will impact you
for years to come.

By documenting both present and future medical needs, experts help ensure you’re not
left paying for accident-related costs down the road. This is important since many car
accident injuries can have a significant financial impact in the future.

What challenges come up when using medical experts?

Even strong medical testimony can face significant challenges, especially if the financial
impact of your case is substantial. Insurance companies will often hire their own doctors
to argue that your injuries are less severe or unrelated to your accident. When this
happens, your case can turn into a battle of medical experts.

Another challenge is proving causation. Insurance companies may claim your injuries are
a pre-existing medical condition. This means that your injury was caused by a prior
incident or medical condition rather than your recent car accident.

Medical experts need to show how the crash directly caused or aggravated your injuries.
Finally, delays in treatment or gaps in medical records can weaken your case. That’s why
it’s critical to seek care promptly, keep good records and work closely with your lawyer
and medical experts advising on your case.



How do medical experts affect settlement negotiations?

Expert testimony can have a powerful impact before your case ever reaches trial.
Insurance companies know when a case is backed by strong, credible medical evidence,
and that often leads to higher settlement offers.

When experts provide clear, easy-to-understand projections of future medical costs, the
other side has a harder time arguing for a small payout. Testimony about pain and
suffering also makes it harder for insurance companies to dismiss the overall impact of
your injuries.

In many cases, the presence of medical experts convinces insurers to negotiate in good
faith rather than risk going to trial, where a judge and jury might award you significantly
more money than an insurance company’s first settlement offer.

What role do medical experts play in courtroom trials?

Medical experts often become some of the most important witnesses in a car accident
trial. In many cases, they translate complex medical issues into everyday language so
judges and juries can easily understand how your crash caused your injuries and what
that means for your future. In short, their testimony can help cut through insurance
company arguments and give your case more credibility.

e Explaining injuries in plain language. Medical experts can describe what
happened to your body in a way that anyone can understand, showing exactly
how your crash caused your injuries.

¢ Outline how your accident caused your injury. Their testimony can pinpoint the
point of impact and other scientific details, which show exactly how your
accident caused your injury. This can be critical if there are doubts about who
was at fault for causing your collision.

e Linking injuries to the accident. They connect the dots between the collision and
your medical problems, which is critical if the insurance company claims your
condition existed before the crash.

¢ Detailing future medical needs. Experts outline what treatment you may need
months or years down the road, including future surgeries, physical therapy or
ongoing lifelong medical care.

¢ Showing the impact on daily life. They can testify about how your injuries affect
your ability to work, enjoy activities, or take care of yourself.

¢ Supporting claims for pain and suffering. Their testimony often includes how
your injuries can cause ongoing chronic pain or physical limitations, helping
juries understand the human toll beyond medical bills.



When medical experts take the stand, their opinions can carry a lot of weight with a
jury. They provide the scientific and medical foundation for your case, which can make
your arguments stronger and more persuasive. That’s why skilled lawyers often rely
heavily on expert testimony to prove the seriousness of your injuries and the full
amount of financial compensation you deserve.

How medical experts work with Maine car accident lawyers

Medical experts play an important role in Maine car accident cases. They explain the
severity of your injuries, project future care needs and connect your medical conditions
directly to the crash. Without their testimony, insurance companies may minimize your
injuries and leave you without the resources you need to recover.

By working with a Maine car accident lawyer who knows how to work effectively with
medical experts, you can protect your rights and make sure your case reflects the full
impact of your injuries. This can be critical in cases where accident expenses are
significant and expected to continue in the future.

Remember, you often only have one opportunity to obtain a lifetime’s worth of
compensation for all your injury expenses. An experienced Maine car accident lawyer
understands this. That’s why they often consult with medical experts to maximize your
settlement or jury verdict.

To learn more about how a lawyer can help with your Maine car accident case, contact
our law firm and schedule an appointment with an attorney at Romanow Law Group.
We’ve helped injury victims across Maine recover the compensation they need to
rebuild their lives.
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