What Evidence Matters Most in a Pittsburgh Car Accident Lawsuit?

Our Pittsburgh attorneys know how to build strong cases that get results

When the screech of tires fades and the flashing lights of a police cruiser reflect off the
Monongahela, everything slows down. In the confusion that follows a crash, questions come
fast. What happened, who's to blame, and how badly am | hurt?

Building a car accident case without solid evidence is like trying to finish a puzzle with half the
pieces missing. You can see part of the picture, but you’ll never convince anyone what it really
looks like.

In Pittsburgh, where hilly streets, sharp turns, and unpredictable weather make driving a daily
challenge, evidence is a must-have for your case. The outcome of your case depends not just on
proving what happened, but on proving it convincingly.

Why does evidence matter so much after a Pittsburgh car accident?

In every car accident claim, the burden of proof lies with the injured person. That means it’s
your responsibility (or your lawyer’s) to show that the other driver caused the crash and that
your injuries were a direct result. In Pennsylvania, the modified comparative negligence rule
adds even more complication to your claim. If you’re found more than 50% at fault, you can’t
recover compensation. Even if you share some blame, your settlement can be reduced based on
your percentage of fault.

Evidence becomes the anchor that holds your claim steady against insurance company tactics.
Without it, insurance companies may argue your injuries aren’t as serious as you say or that
another factor (such as weather or pre-existing conditions) caused the crash. With the right
proof, you can counter those arguments and show exactly what happened.

Think of evidence as the foundation of your case. It explains how fast the other driver was
going, where the impact occurred, and how the collision affected your body and your life. In a
city like Pittsburgh, where hills, tunnels, and bridges complicate every commute, those facts can
quickly get muddled without documentation.

What types of evidence are most valuable in a car accident lawsuit?

A strong Pittsburgh car accident lawsuit is built on many pieces of evidence. Together, they tell a
complete story of what happened, why it happened, and what it cost you. The most valuable
types of evidence often include:

e Police reports that establish initial details and observations about fault.
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e Photos and videos that show the vehicles, road conditions, and environment at the time
of the crash.

e Medical records that connect your injuries directly to the collision.

e Witness statements that add independent accounts to support your version of events.

e Digital data such as dashcam footage, phone logs, or vehicle black box information.

e Expert opinions from medical or accident reconstruction specialists who can explain
technical details in plain language.

Each piece helps build a timeline and supports the central claim that someone else’s negligence
caused your injuries and losses. The strength of your case depends on how clearly that story is
told, and how early the evidence is collected.

How do police reports strengthen my Pittsburgh car accident claim?

When a crash occurs in the city, the first official record usually comes from a responding officer
with the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police or the Pennsylvania State Police. The officer gathers
statements, measures skid marks, and creates a report known as the crash report or Form AA-
500.

This document often includes:

e The date, time, and location of the accident
e A diagram of the crash scene

e Notes on weather and lighting conditions

e Witness names and contact information

e Any citations or suspected violations

While police reports aren’t always admissible in court as definitive proof of fault, they carry
significant weight with insurance companies. They provide a starting point, a neutral summary
from a trained observer. If the officer noted that another driver ran a red light or appeared
intoxicated, that detail can heavily influence settlement negotiations.

However, errors sometimes happen. A witness may have been missed, or a key fact may have
been recorded incorrectly. An experienced lawyer can request supplemental reports, bodycam
footage, or 911 records to clarify the facts.

In Pittsburgh, reports often include details about visibility in tunnels, traffic flow from bridges,
or road conditions, details that can become important later when assigning liability.

Why are photos, videos, and scene documentation so important?



Photographs and videos act as silent witnesses. They capture the truth before anyone has time
to change it. Whether it’s the angle of the vehicles, the slick pavement from a sudden
rainstorm, or the missing stop sign at an intersection, visual evidence can make or break a case.

If it’s safe to do so after a crash, drivers should try to document:

e Vehicle positions and visible damage

e Street signs, traffic lights, and intersections

e Weather and lighting conditions, including glare or shadows
e Road defects like potholes or faded lane markings

Pittsburgh’s landscape can also impact visual evidence. On steep roads such as McArdle or
Mount Washington, angles can distort perception. Bridges and tunnels create sudden shifts in
lighting that make visibility harder to judge. A photo taken right after the crash captures those
environmental details better than any later reconstruction can.

If you couldn’t take photos at the scene, a lawyer can often locate nearby surveillance or traffic
camera footage. Many businesses and parking garages in the city automatically record the
street outside. That footage, if obtained quickly, can provide clear visual proof of what
happened before and after impact.

How do medical records and expert opinions support your injury claim?

Your injuries tell their own story. But without medical documentation, that story can be easy to
dismiss. Medical evidence shows the connection between the crash and your condition. It starts
the moment you visit an emergency room or urgent care and continues through follow-up
appointments, diagnostic tests, and physical therapy.

Key records include:

e Hospital intake and discharge summaries

e Diagnostic imaging like X-rays, CT scans, and MRIs

e Physician notes describing pain levels and limitations

e Physical therapy progress reports and long-term treatment plans

Consistency matters when building your case. If you delay treatment or skip follow-up
appointments, insurance companies may argue your injuries weren’t serious or that something
else caused them. Prompt, thorough medical care not only protects your health; it strengthens
your case.

In some cases, attorneys often work with medical experts or accident reconstruction specialists.
These professionals explain technical findings in plain language, helping juries or adjusters
understand how the force of the collision caused specific injuries. For instance, an expert might



show how the angle of impact can cause a herniated disc or concussion, tying the medical
evidence directly to the physics of the crash.

What roles do witnesses and driver statements play?

Witnesses fill in the gaps that photos and data can’t always explain. A pedestrian, bus
passenger, or nearby motorist may have seen the traffic light change or noticed a driver
speeding or drifting between lanes. Their unbiased accounts often carry significant weight,
especially if the drivers involved tell conflicting stories.

Driver statements also matter, but they can be tricky. Adrenaline, shock, or confusion can make
people miss details or say something that hurts their case later. That’s why it’s important to
avoid speculation at the scene. Simply exchange information, cooperate with the police, and let
your attorney handle communications later.

Attorneys use witness statements to build timelines and identify contradictions. For example, if
one driver claims they were going 25 mph but a witness reports hearing a loud crash from a
block away, that testimony helps establish excessive speed. In urban areas like downtown
Pittsburgh, witnesses can include pedestrians, rideshare passengers, or employees working near
the scene.

How can electronic and digital evidence help prove fault?

Technology has become one of the strongest tools in modern car accident cases. Digital data
can reveal what really happened, objectively and down to the second. For example:

e Vehicle event data recorders (EDRs), or “black boxes,” capture speed, braking, seatbelt
use, and steering input.

e Dashcam footage provides direct visual evidence of the crash.

e Cellphone records can show if a driver was texting or using GPS at the time of the
collision.

e Rideshare app data from Uber, Lyft, or delivery services reveal time, route, and speed.

e Traffic and security cameras positioned at intersections and near parking garages across
Pittsburgh.

Most of this information is temporary, as videos get erased, and digital data is overwritten.
That’s why you need a lawyer who can preserve it quickly. Once analyzed, digital evidence
provides clear, timestamped proof that’s hard to dispute.

How can a Pittsburgh car accident lawyer protect key evidence?



Evidence can vanish in days. Skid marks fade under rain, vehicles are repaired, and witnesses
move or forget details. Romanow Law Group knows that time is not on your side in a car

accident case, and we move quickly to obtain every piece of evidence before it’s lost.

Our attorneys begin gathering evidence right away. Plus, we work with experts to analyze digital
data and reconstruct the accident. Depending on the nature of your case, we can file motions in
court to compel production of withheld evidence. These proactive steps ensure that your case
isn’t built on memory alone, but on measurable facts that hold up under scrutiny.

Put the Romanow difference to work for you today. Contact us for a free consultation. We’'ll
listen to your story, explain your options, and handle every part of your case from start to finish.
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