When Should You Hire a Maine Car Accident Lawyer?

Understanding why timing matters after a car crash

After a car accident in Maine, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed. You may be in pain, worried
about how to pay your medical bills and unsure what to say to the insurance companies.
You might also wonder whether you should hire an attorney to handle your car accident
claim. Many injured people assume they can handle their claim on their own at first.

In reality, the best time to hire a Maine car accident lawyer is as soon as possible after
the crash. Quick legal help can protect your rights, preserve critical evidence, and
prevent insurance companies from taking advantage of you. But that’s just the start.
There are many other reasons why you should hire an attorney as soon as possible after
your car crash.

Why does timing matter after a car accident in Maine?

Evidence is strongest in the hours and days immediately following a crash. Skid marks
fade, vehicles are repaired, surveillance footage is erased, and witnesses move on with
their lives. And once that evidence is gone, it can’t be recreated, and proving fault
becomes much harder.

An experienced car accident lawyer will act fast to secure police reports, vehicle data,
photos and videos from the crash scene. They’ll also contact witnesses, preserve
bodycam and dashcam recordings and send formal “preservation letters” to make sure
businesses or agencies don’t delete such footage or records that could strengthen your
case.

The sooner your lawyer gets involved, the better they can build a strong foundation for
your car accident injury claim. Even a short delay can give the insurance company a
head start in shaping the narrative and minimizing the compensation for your injuries.

What happens if | wait too long to hire a lawyer?

Every car accident claim is different. However, depending on the circumstances of your
case, delaying legal help can potentially create several serious problems, including:

e Lost evidence — Physical evidence such as debris, skid marks, or damaged
property may disappear within days.

e Faded memories — Witnesses can forget important details, or their contact
information becomes outdated.

e Insurance traps — Adjusters may call you quickly, looking for statements they can
later use to downplay your injuries or shift blame.

e Missed deadlines — Maine has strict time limits for filing injury claims and
lawsuits. Waiting too long could forfeit your right to recover compensation.
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Insurance companies often act fast after a crash to protect their interests. Hiring a
lawyer early allows you to level the playing field and make sure your rights are
respected as well.

How soon should | contact a Maine car accident lawyer?

Ideally, you should speak with an attorney within a few days after your accident. Early
representation doesn’t just protect your rights. It helps guide you through every step of
the process, from dealing with car repair shops and medical providers to managing
communication with insurance companies.

In Maine, the statute of limitations for most personal injury cases is six years from the
date of the accident (Maine Revised Statutes 14 M.R.S. § 752). While that sounds like
plenty of time, most of the crucial work happens long before a lawsuit is filed. Evidence
collection, medical documentation, and settlement negotiations often take months of
preparation. Acting early gives your lawyer the time they need to build a strong and
successful legal case.

What can a lawyer do immediately after a car accident?
Your lawyer’s first task should be to stabilize your legal situation. This often involves:

e Investigating the accident by reviewing police reports, crash diagrams and on-
scene evidence

e Communicating with insurance companies to stop adjusters from contacting you
directly

e Preserving evidence from vehicles, cameras and data recorders before it’s lost

e Coordinating with your doctors to document injuries, treatment, and long-term
medical needs

e Estimating your financial losses by calculating both current and future costs tied
to the crash

A well-organized early investigation can often make the difference between a fair
settlement or one that forces you to pay for many accident expenses out of your own
pocket.

Why is it risky to talk to insurance companies without a lawyer?

Insurance adjusters may seem helpful, but their goal is to protect the company’s bottom
line, not your recovery. That’s why they often call within days of the crash asking for a
recorded statement or offering a quick settlement. Both can seriously damage your car
accident claim.

Even a simple comment like “I'm feeling better” or “I’'m sorry” can be used to argue that
your injuries aren’t severe or that you were somehow at fault. Accepting a low
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settlement early can also prevent you from seeking more money later when medical
bills continue to grow.

When you hire a Maine car accident lawyer, the insurance company must go through
your attorney. That stops the pressure and ensures every communication is handled
carefully and strategically through your lawyer.

How does early legal help affect compensation?
Hiring a lawyer early often leads to a higher settlement or court award. Here’s why:

e Evidence is preserved before it disappears.

e Medical records are organized and linked clearly to the crash.

e Future costs — like physical therapy, surgery, or loss of income — are included in
the claim.

e Expert opinions from accident reconstructionists or physicians strengthen your
case.

A lawyer’s job is to show the full extent of your financial losses, not just the short-term
costs. By getting involved from the start, your attorney can connect you with medical
professionals and document every expense — and every issue — related to your recovery.

When is it important to hire a lawyer right away?

Some crashes make hiring a lawyer immediately not just helpful, but critical. You should
contact an attorney as soon as possible if:

e You suffered serious injuries such as fractures, head trauma, or spinal damage.
e Aloved one was killed in the crash.

e Faultis disputed or multiple drivers were involved.

e The at-fault driver was uninsured or underinsured.

e You are being blamed for a crash you didn’t cause.

e Aninsurance company is delaying or denying payment.

These situations often involve complex laws, multiple insurance policies and high
financial stakes. A lawyer experienced in Maine car accident law can handle every
important detail while you focus on recovery.

What evidence does a Maine car accident lawyer gather early in a case?

Strong evidence is the foundation of any successful car accident claim. Attorneys at
Romanow Law Group often focus on gathering certain evidence right away, including:

e Police and accident reports that detail the responding officer’s findings.
e Photographs and video footage from the crash scene, nearby traffic cameras,
security cameras or dash-cams.



e Witness statements recorded while memories are still fresh.

e Vehicle data from onboard event data recorders (black boxes).

e Medical records documenting injuries and treatment.

e Employment records showing missed work or reduced earning capacity.

The more complete the evidence, the harder it is for insurance companies to deny fault
or undervalue your claim. And in many cases, such evidence needs to be identified and
collected right away after an accident.

What if | already started my car insurance claim myself?

Even if you already started the claim process for your car accident, it’s not too late to
hire a lawyer. But the sooner you do so, the better. Even if you’ve already reported the
crash or received an initial offer, your lawyer can take over communication and make
sure no rights are lost.

Your lawyer can also review any settlement offer to confirm it covers all your medical
expenses, lost income and future anticipated costs. Many people who start on their own
later discover that their claim was undervalued or mishandled.

Once a car accident settlement is signed, it’s nearly impossible to reopen the case, even
if that settlement doesn’t cover all your car accident expenses. That’s another reason
why it’s important to have legal guidance before agreeing to anything.

What deadlines apply to car accident claims in Maine?

In most Maine car accident cases, you have six years from the date of the crash to file a
personal injury lawsuit (14 M.R.S. § 752). However, certain deadlines may come much
sooner. For example, insurance companies often require prompt notice of the accident,
sometimes within 30 days. Claims involving government vehicles or public employees
have shorter legal notice requirements under state law.

Your lawyer can make sure every deadline is met and every form is filed correctly.
Missing a procedural step can result in losing your right to recover compensation, even
if your case is otherwise strong. An attorney can also keep track of medical billing
deadlines and coordinate with your health insurer to prevent coverage disputes while
your claim is pending. Acting quickly keeps your case on solid legal ground and protects
you from missing key opportunities to secure the compensation you deserve.

What compensation can | recover with a lawyer’s help?

Compensation after a Maine car accident can include both economic and non-economic
damages, the legal term for money for financial losses. Economic damages are
measurable financial losses, while non-economic damages reflect the human impact of
your injuries.



You may be entitled to compensation for:

¢ Medical expenses — Emergency treatment, surgery, physical therapy, and
ongoing care.

e Lost income — Wages you missed while recovering and future earning losses.

e Property damage — Vehicle repair or replacement.

e Pain and suffering — Physical pain, emotional distress, and reduced quality of
life.

e Loss of enjoyment of life — When your injuries keep you from activities you once
enjoyed.

A lawyer helps ensure your claim includes every cost supported by evidence and future
projections. Insurers often focus only on short-term bills; your attorney will calculate
what your injuries will cost over a lifetime.

How does hiring a lawyer protect my legal rights?

A Maine car accident attorney acts as your advocate from the moment you hire them.
They handle every conversation with insurance companies, protect you from misleading
tactics and ensure no paperwork is signed without your full understanding.

They’ll also identify every source of insurance coverage available. For example, if the at-
fault driver only carries the state minimum coverage, your lawyer can explore your
uninsured/underinsured motorist policy, umbrella coverage, or claims against third
parties such as employers or establishments that overserved alcohol.

Without a lawyer, it’s easy to overlook these potential sources of compensation or
accept less than you deserve. This is why it’s important to have an attorney handling
your case as soon as possible.

How soon after hiring a lawyer will my case move forward?

Once you hire an attorney, your case begins immediately. Your lawyer will contact the
insurance companies, request key documents, and start investigating liability (who’s
responsible for paying for your accident) and damages (compensation available for your
financial losses).

Your case timeline often depends on many different factors such as medical recovery,
evidence gathering and insurance cooperation. Some claims resolve in a few months
through settlement negotiations. Others, especially those involving serious injuries or
contested fault, may take longer or require filing a lawsuit and going to court.

Throughout the process, your lawyer can keep you informed and work toward a timely,
successful outcome.

Why is early legal help so important in serious injury cases?



Severe car accident injuries often require long-term medical care. In addition, the full
impact of the accident may not be clear for months. Settling too early can leave you
without enough money to cover future medical care or lost income.

Insurance companies often push for quick settlements before the true cost of recovery
is known. Having a lawyer on your side from the start prevents these rushed
agreements and ensures every aspect of your injury — physical, emotional, and financial
—is fully documented and taken into account.

A lawyer who gets involved early can monitor your medical progress, consult with
specialists and delay settlement discussions until your doctors fully understand the
extent of your injuries. They can also project future costs through expert analysis,
making sure you’re compensated for what lies ahead — not just what you’ve already
been through.

What should | expect during my first meeting with a Maine car accident lawyer?

At our Maine law firm, your first consultation is free and focused on understanding your
situation. Often, you’ll discuss:

e How the crash happened

e What injuries you suffered

e What insurance coverage is available
e What steps have been taken so far

You don’t need to bring everything, but documents such as the police report, insurance
information, photos, and medical bills are helpful. A lawyer will explain your legal rights,
outline the next steps and answer any questions you might have about the legal
process.

Every consultation is confidential and carries no obligation to hire us. Our goal is to give
you the information you need to make the right choice for your future.

Contact a Maine car accident lawyer today

If you were injured in a car accident caused by another driver in Maine, don’t wait to get
legal help. Every day that passes can make it harder to build a strong legal case. With an
experienced lawyer handling the details, you can focus on your recovery while knowing

your rights are protected.

At Romanow Law Group, we understand the stress that follows a serious crash. Our
attorneys move quickly to preserve evidence, deal directly with insurance companies
and pursue the full compensation you deserve. There are no upfront fees and no risk to
you. We only get paid if we win.
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Contact us for a free consultation. The sooner you reach out, the stronger your legal
case.
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