
Why Pittsburgh’s Highways Are a Minefield for Lane-Change Accidents  

Get trusted legal support after a highway crash in Pittsburgh 

If you have ever driven on I-376 during rush hour, you know the feeling. Brake lights flare up 

ahead, traffic slows to a crawl, and just as you start to ease into the next lane, someone rockets 

into your blind spot like they own it. A horn blares, you slam the brakes, and suddenly you’re 

pulled over on the shoulder, staring at a crumpled bumper and wondering how a normal 

commute turned into such a mess. 

Lane-change car accidents are so common in Pittsburgh that most locals have a story. 

Sometimes it is a minor sideswipe. Sometimes it is a chain reaction that shuts down an entire 

stretch of highway for hours. Either way, these crashes are more than an annoyance. They’re 

one of the most common and dangerous types of crashes on Pittsburgh roads. 

So why does this keep happening here? And what can drivers realistically do to stay safe on 

highways that seem stacked against them? 

What is the scope of the problem on Pittsburgh highways? 

Pittsburgh’s highways have a reputation, and it is not an unfair one. Congestion, confusing 

interchanges, short merge lanes, and aggressive driving all collide on a daily basis.  

These crashes range from low-speed fender-benders to high-speed collisions involving multiple 

vehicles. While a sideswipe at 20 miles per hour may sound minor, it can still cause serious 

injuries, particularly when cars are forced into barriers or other lanes of traffic. 

Many of these crashes happen in the same locations over and over. Tunnels, downtown exits, 

construction zones, and areas where multiple highways intersect are especially problematic.  

It’s also worth noting that this is not just a problem for locals. Visitors coming into the city for 

sporting events, concerts, or business often find Pittsburgh’s highway system confusing and 

unforgiving. That mix of unfamiliar drivers and stressed commuters only raises the risk. 

Why are lane-change accidents so common in Pittsburgh? 

There is no single reason these crashes happen so often here. It usually involves the following 

factors:  

Traffic congestion and the Pittsburgh squeeze 

Pittsburgh’s geography doesn’t leave drivers with many options. Rivers, hills, and dense 

development funnel traffic onto a relatively small number of major highways. During peak 

hours, those roads are packed. 

https://www.romanowlawgroup.com/car-accidents/


Rush hour congestion on I-376 is a daily reality. Add in traffic from I-79 and I-279, plus event 

traffic for Steelers, Penguins, or Pirates games, and even short trips can feel stressful. When 

traffic slows and lanes are crowded, drivers start looking for any opening they can find. 

That impatience leads to risky behavior. Drivers dart into small gaps, force merges, and assume 

other drivers will brake for them. In heavy traffic, even a minor misjudgment can trigger a 

collision. 

Aggressive driving and local habits 

Pittsburgh drivers are not shy, and that confidence shows up on the highway. The so-called 

“Pittsburgh left” may be more of a city-street tradition, but it reflects a broader mindset of 

asserting space rather than waiting for it. 

On highways, that attitude often turns into:  

• Weaving between lanes to gain a few car lengths 

• Tailgating drivers who are already going the speed limit 

• Making last-second lane changes to avoid missing an exit 

Turn signals become suggestions instead of warnings. Distracted driving makes things worse. 

Phones, navigation systems, and in-car screens pull attention away at the exact moment drivers 

need to be checking mirrors and blind spots.  

Outdated road design 

Many of Pittsburgh’s highways were designed decades ago, long before current traffic volumes. 

What worked in the 1950s and 60s doesn’t always work now. Here’s why: 

• Drivers are often forced to merge quickly due to short on-ramps.  

• Lanes are narrow, leaving little margin for error.  

• Some exits appear with very little warning, which encourages sudden lane shifts.  

• In construction zones, signage can be confusing or easy to miss. 

• Potholes and uneven pavement from constant freeze-thaw cycles cause drivers to 

swerve unexpectedly to avoid damage. 

Weather and visibility issues 

Weather plays a role in these crashes too. For example:  

• Rain reduces traction and increases stopping distances.  

• Snow and ice make lane changes far more dangerous, especially when lanes are not 

clearly marked. 

• Tunnels introduce hazards, as the change in lighting when exiting can temporarily impair 

vision.  

• Drivers may not see traffic slowing ahead or vehicles in adjacent lanes until it is too late. 



• Fog and glare at certain times of day further limit visibility, especially during early 

morning and late afternoon commutes. 

Out-of-town drivers 

Visitors often struggle with Pittsburgh’s layout. Miss one exit downtown and correcting it can 

be difficult without cutting across multiple lanes. Drivers unfamiliar with local exits may 

hesitate, slow down abruptly, or make sudden lane changes when they realize they are about 

to miss their turn. 

What are Pittsburgh’s most dangerous spots for lane-change accidents? 

Certain stretches of road see more than their fair share of crashes. They include: 

• I-376: The Fort Pitt Tunnel is a major trouble spot. The sudden transition from tunnel 

darkness to daylight, combined with immediate lane decisions, creates chaos. The 

Squirrel Hill Tunnel has narrow lanes and heavy truck traffic, which makes merging 

stressful and unforgiving.  

• I-79: The Cranberry and Wexford areas see constant merging due to retail and office 

traffic. South of Pittsburgh, steep grades and frequent slowdowns catch drivers off 

guard. 

• I-279: I-279 near the North Shore becomes especially dangerous on game days. Drivers 

make abrupt lane changes to reach parking areas while traffic slows unexpectedly. The 

Fort Duquesne Bridge adds narrow lanes and abrupt shifts into the mix. 

Construction zones across the region amplify all of these problems. Temporary lane shifts, 

reduced speed limits, and unclear markings frustrate drivers and increase collision risks. 

What happens when a lane-change accident occurs? 

Despite best efforts, lane-change accidents still happen. When they do, fault often comes down 

to who made the unsafe lane change. Pennsylvania law generally places responsibility on the 

driver who failed to ensure a lane was clear before moving into it. 

Evidence matters a lot in cases like these, including:  

• Photos of vehicle damage, roadway markings, and traffic conditions 

• Witness statements  

• Police reports  

• Medical documents 

• Statements from crash reconstruction experts 

Injuries from lane-change accidents are not always obvious right away. Neck, back, and 

shoulder injuries may take days to surface. Seeking medical care and documenting symptoms 



early can help you get prompt treatment before an injury worsens and establish a link between 

the crash and your condition. 

When pursuing a claim, avoid speaking to the other driver’s insurance company. They may 

reach out to you with some questions, but anything you tell them can be misconstrued as 

admitting fault. Let an experienced Pittsburgh car accident lawyer give you advice on what to 

do next and handle the insurance companies on your behalf. 

Get a skilled Pittsburgh attorney on your side after a lane-change crash 

If a careless lane change turned your ordinary drive into a painful, life-altering crash, Romanow 

Law Group is ready to step in and level the playing field. Lane-change collisions can trigger 

serious injuries, medical bills, and time away from work, all while the insurance company looks 

for ways to blame you or downplay your injuries.  

When you work with us, you don’t have to wait or wonder what this will cost. We offer a free 

consultation so you can talk directly with our legal team about your lane-change crash, your 

injuries, and your legal options. We also work on a contingency fee basis, which means you pay 

no upfront costs and no attorney’s fee. 

Contact us today to schedule your free consultation and let Romanow Law Group fight for the 

justice and compensation you deserve. 
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