Winter Weather Crashes in Western Pennsylvania

Get a Pittsburgh lawyer who won’t let negligence slide

Winter in Western Pennsylvania has a way of turning perfectly normal roads into ice rinks with
guardrails. One minute you’re just trying to get over a hill or across a bridge, and the next your
tires are sliding, your heart is pounding, and metal is crunching.

When the snow settles, a lot of drivers are left wondering the same thing: if the weather was
bad, can anyone really be held responsible when a car accident happens?

What types of car accidents happen during winter weather?

Winter weather doesn’t just make driving harder — it also changes the kinds of crashes that
tend to happen. When snow, ice, and slush hit Western Pennsylvania, certain accident patterns
show up again and again.

Common winter car accidents include:

e Rear-end collisions: Drivers sliding on snow or ice fail to stop in time at lights, stop signs,
or behind slowed traffic, often triggering chain-reaction crashes on busy roads and
bridges.

o Multi-vehicle pileups: Sudden snow squalls, whiteouts, or black ice on highways like I-79
or other major routes can turn one crash into dozens of collisions in seconds.

e Single-vehicle spinouts: Loss of control on icy hills, curves, overpasses, or ramps can
send vehicles into guardrails, ditches, trees, or parked cars.

e Sliding through intersections: Drivers who can’t stop on slick pavement may slide
through red lights or stop signs and hit crossing traffic or pedestrians.

e Lane-change and merge crashes: Sudden lane shifts or turns on slick roads can cause
vehicles to fishtail, sideswipe others, or spin into adjacent lanes.

e Parking lot collisions: Unplowed or partially treated lots lead to low-speed skids into
other vehicles, light poles, storefronts, or pedestrians.

What causes so many winter crashes in Western Pennsylvania?

Western Pennsylvania doesn’t just get cold weather — it gets snow and ice layered onto steep
hills, bridges, tunnels, and winding roads. That mix leads to a few repeat offenders when it
comes to winter crashes.

Leading causes include:

e Driving too fast for conditions, even when under the posted speed limit, which
dramatically increases stopping distance on snow and ice.
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e Following too closely, especially on slick bridges or at the bottom of hills, which can
cause rear-end and chain-reaction crashes when traffic slows.

e Failing to anticipate sliding distance on icy slopes, which leads to the kind of multi-
vehicle pileups often seen in viral hill-crash videos.

® Poor visibility from “igloo-style” windshield clearing, where drivers leave snow on
windows, mirrors, and lights, which makes it hard to see and be seen.

e Unplowed side streets and untreated rural roads that hide black ice, particularly on
overpasses and shaded areas.

o Neglected vehicle maintenance, such as bald tires and worn brakes, which makes it even
harder to maintain control on slick surfaces.

Does winter weather excuse bad driving in Pennsylvania?

Snow, slush, and black ice are part of life in Western Pennsylvania, but they don’t give drivers a
free pass when a crash happens. Under Pennsylvania law, motorists must drive at a speed and
in a manner that is “reasonable and prudent” for the conditions, not just the posted limit. That
means when the roads are slick or visibility is poor, drivers are expected to slow down, leave
extra space, and adjust how they handle their vehicle.

Fault often depends on whether a driver took the weather into account. Saying “the roads were
icy” is rarely enough by itself to avoid responsibility. If someone was flying down an icy hill,
tailgating on a snowy bridge, or braking hard on untreated ramps, that’s usually seen as a
choice, not an unavoidable act of nature.

Pennsylvania also has specific rules about snow and ice on vehicles. Drivers are expected to
keep windshields, mirrors, lights, and in some cases roofs clear so they can see and don’t send
chunks of ice flying into other cars. When snow or ice left on a vehicle causes or contributes to
a crash, that can be another basis for negligence.

Who can be held liable after a snow or ice crash?

Even when the weather is bad, the main question stays the same: did someone fail to drive
with reasonable care? In most winter crashes, the focus is on the at-fault driver. If they were
speeding, tailgating, making sudden lane changes, or failing to keep their vehicle under control
on obviously slick roads, they can be held liable for the harm they cause. These are the usual
culprits:

Passenger vehicle drivers

Drivers who don’t clear snow and ice from their vehicles can also be on the hook. Snow-covered
windows and mirrors reduce visibility, while sheets of ice or heavy chunks of snow can fly off at
highway speeds and slam into vehicles behind them.



Pennsylvania’s “snow and ice” rules are designed to prevent exactly that kind of danger.
Ignoring them can support a negligence claim if someone is hurt as a result.

Truck drivers

Commercial drivers and trucking companies have added obligations. They’re expected to
maintain their vehicles, plan for conditions, and train drivers to handle snow and ice safely.

A truck jackknifing on an icy highway or sliding through a stop could point to issues with speed,
following distance, driver fatigue, or equipment maintenance, which may all be factors in
assigning fault.

Municipalities

In more limited cases, questions may also be raised about road maintenance. If a particularly
hazardous stretch of road is left untreated, lacks proper signage, or has long-known drainage
problems that cause repeat ice buildup, there may be an argument that a government entity
shares some responsibility.

These cases are complicated and subject to sovereign immunity rules and strict notice
requirements, but they’re sometimes part of the conversation in serious winter crashes.

How do | prove negligence when the roads are bad?

To hold another driver legally responsible after a winter crash, you still have to prove the same
four elements of negligence: they had a duty to drive safely, they breached that duty, their
breach caused the crash, and you suffered actual damages (such as injuries or financial losses)
as a result.

Winter conditions don’t erase those requirements; they just change what “reasonable” driving
looks like. That’s why the focus is on whether the other driver adjusted their speed, following
distance, and behavior to match the snow, ice, and visibility.

Key steps and evidence to focus on include:

e Police reports: Get a police report that documents road conditions, weather, driver
statements, vehicle positions, and any citations issued.

e Visual evidence: Take photos or video of the scene as soon as it’s safe — road surface,
snow or ice patches, skid marks or tire tracks, traffic signals, and all vehicle damage.

e Crash scene notes: Note any hills, curves, bridges, or untreated patches where a careful
driver should have slowed down or used extra caution.

e Crash reconstruction: In serious crashes, rely on accident reconstruction experts to
analyze vehicle damage, black box data, and road grade to estimate speed, braking, and
loss of control.



® Witnesses: Collect witness statements describing speeding, tailgating, aggressive
passing, or driving with snow and ice still on the roof and windows.

Don’t let “just the ice” be the excuse that costs you your claim

If you were hurt in a winter weather crash in or around Pittsburgh, you’re likely being told it
was “just the ice” and that no one is really at fault. Romanow Law Group knows better. Our
Pittsburgh car accident lawyers understand how snow, black ice, hills, and bridges interact with
driver negligence.

We know how to gather the evidence that proves a careless driver, not just the forecast, caused
your injuries. We can investigate the scene, secure camera footage and weather records, work
with experts, and fight for full compensation for your medical bills, lost income, and pain and
suffering.

If you decide to work with us, you can start with a free consultation to get clear, practical advice
about your rights after a winter crash. You'll learn how Pennsylvania law treats weather-related
car accidents, whether you may have a strong claim, and what to expect from the insurance
company. There is no upfront cost, no hourly billing, and no obligation. Contact us online,
schedule your free consultation, and let our team start building your case while you focus on
getting better.
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